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SUBJECT: PRANGIE'S APPOINTMENT OP CHAMOUN AS FOREIGN MINITER 
REF: (A) USUN 2724, (B) USUN 2756, (C) USUN 2761, (D) USUN 2777 

1. OUTLINED BELOW IS EMBASSY VIEW OP LEBAL POLITICAL ISSUES 
SURROUNDING PRANGIE'S RECENT APPOINTMENT OF CAMILLE CHAMOUN AS 
POREIGN MINISTER, WHICH WE SUBMIT FOR INFO AND COMMENTS OF 
ADDRESSEES. 

2. ARTICLE 53 OP THE LEBANESE CONSTITUTIONSTATES THAT "THE 
PRESIDENT OP THE REPUBLIC SHALL APPOINT AND DISMISS MINISTERS." 
ARTICLE 54 DECLARES THAT THE PRESIDENT CAN DO THIS WITHOUT COUNTER- 
SIGNATIURE OP A MINISTER. THUS, PRANGIE SEEMS TO BE WITHIN HIS 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS IN THE NARROW SENSE. HOWEVER, A TRADITION 
HAS EXISTED WEHREBY THE PRIME MINISTER COUNTER-SIGNS DECREES 
APPOINTING AND DISMISSING MINISTERS. PRANGIE HAS VIOLATED 

THAT TRADITION. BY ACTING UNILATERALLY IN A HIGHLY CHARGED 
SITUATION, PURTHERMORE, HE HAS COMMITTED A POLITICAL ACT THAT 
IS AT BEST CONTROVERSIAL AND AT WORST HIGHLY DESTABILIZING. 

3. THIS ACTION IS CONNECTED WITH THE ARGUMENT THAT ERUPTED EARLY 
IN THE CRISIS CONCERNING THEPOWERS OP THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME 
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RELATIVE POWERS, NOT JUST THE QUESTION OE APPOINTING AND DISMISSING 
MINISTERS. MOSLEMS EELT THAT THE PRESIDENT'S CONSTITUTIONAL 
POSITION NEEDED TO BE RESTRICTED AND THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
STRENGTHENED. THIS WAS ONE OE THE DEMANDS PICKED UP IN 
JUMBLATT'S AUGUST 1975 REEORM DOCUMENT. IT WAS A STEADY 
THEME IN MOSLEM/LEETIST DEMANDS FROM THAT TIME ON. THE POWER 
OE APPOINTMENT AND DISMISSAL OE MINISTERS EIGURED IN THIS DEBATE. 

4. IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT PRESIDENT ERANGIE'S STILL-PENDING 
DOCUMENT OE LAST EEBRUARY 14 CONTAINED REEORMS ON CABINET 
EORMATION THAT BRING THE PRIME MINSTER INTO THEPICTURE MORE 
THAN BEEORE. THESE CHANGES WERE THE RESULT OE EXTNESIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS UNDER SYRIAN AEGIS. THE EXACT EXTENT OE THE 
REFORM THAT FRANGIE PROPOSED INVOLVING APPOINTMENT AND 
DISMISSAL OE MINISTERS IS NOT CLEAR, BUT IT APPEARS THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S COUNTER-SIGNATURE WOULD BE REQUIRED ON APPOINTMENTS 
AT LEAST. CONSEQUENTLY, IN NAMING CHAMOUN TO THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY POST, FRANGIE SEEMS TO BE GOING BACK ON THE PROPOSALS 
HE MADE LAST EEBRUARY. 

5. CONCERNING AMBASSADOR GHORRA'S CIRCULATION OE DOCUMENTS 
WITHIN UN IN NEW YORK, VEIW SEEMS CORRECT TO US THAT HIS 

RIGHT TO DO SO SHOULD NOT BE QUEISTIONED AS LONG AS HIS CREDENTIALS 
AS LEBANEE REPRESENTATIVE RF.MAINI INCH AI ,I .ENGF.D. CRUNCH WILL 
COME IF KRAME SEEKS TO REPLACE GHORRA NOW THAT LATTER APPEARS 
TO HAVE OPTED EOR CHAMOUN. KARAME'S RIGHT TO DO SO UNDER 
LEBANESE AND INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE IS DOUBTEUL, BUT HE MAY TRY IT. 

6. US NOW HIS THREE OPTIONS; 1) SEEK TO MAITAIN NEUTRAL AND 
UNINVOLVED POSITION, ABDINING BY PREVALENT LEGAL OPIONS;; 

2) SUPPORT GHORRA, AND BY EXTENSION CHAMOUNIST POSITION; 

OR 3) SUPPORT KARAME POSITION. SINCE WE NEED NOT TAKE POSITION 
NOW, OPTION 1 IS VIABLE AT PRESENT. BUT IT MAY PROVE DIEEICULT 
TO AVOID THE ISSUE FOR LONG. PART OF CHAMOUN'S GAME PLAN, AS 
WE SEE IT, IS TO FORCE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OE HIS STATUS AS 
EOREIGN MINISTER. KARAME CANNOT AEEORD TO LET THIS CHALLENGE 
PASS AND WILL SEEK TO FORCE CONTRARY RECOGNITION. ONLY RF.I.TEF 
IN SIGHT EROMCONERONTATION IS EACT THAT SARKIS WILL PRESUMABLY 
ASSUME PRESIDENCY SEPTEMBER 23 AT LATEST AND THEN NAME NEW 
CABINET. 
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7. ANY USG POSITION, OP COURSE, SHOULD BE CLOSELY COORDINATED 
WITH OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES WITH MEANINGFUL INTERST IN 
LEBANESE SITUATION, PARTIUCLARLY BRITIAN AND PRANCE. WE WILL 
SOUND OUT VIEWS THEIR EMBASSIES HERE. 

8. REQUEST DEPARTMENT VIEWS. 

SEELYE 
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